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ESI THE CLAIMS : 

Please add new Claim 76 and amend Claims 66, 68 and 70 as shown below. 
The claims, as pending in the subject application, read as follows: 

l.to65. (Cancelled) 

66. (Currently Amended) A method of providing a plurality of services 
over a network, said method comprising the steps of: 

tr ansmitting, by a us e r t erminal, a request fo r printing an image sto r ed on 
the nctwoik to a s er v i c e cent e r; 

storing, by the a service center, items and their prices in a first table; 

storing, by the service center, at leaM o ne group, each a group having a 
plurality of service providers associated with at least one common item of the first table » 
in a second table; 

updating, by the service center, the prices of the items in the first table; 

requesting, by a user terminal, to the service center to provide an item from 
one of the plurality of the service providers; 

referring, bv th e service center, to the second table to determine service 
providers in a group associated with the requested item: 

referring to the undated first tabic on the basis of a result of referring to the 

second table: 

calculatin g, by the &ci vice c e n t er, a charge related to the request on the basis 
of ji result Qf referring to the upd at ed first table and the second tabic ; 
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sending a notification of the calculated charge from the service center to the 

user terminal; 

forwarding the request from the user terminal to one of the plurality of 
service providers within the ai lidU um* giuup via the network automatically upon receipt 
by the se r vice center of ail a confirmation instruction from the user terminal of whether to 
provide the item p rint, the insUucti o u being r es p onsive t o the notifica t i o n scut to tl*e u&ei 
terminal o f th e charg e; and 

performing, by the one of the plu r ality of service provider[[sJ], printing - uf 
the image producing the item according to the forwarded request r eceived fr o m the service 
center. 

67. (Cancelled) 

68. (Currently Amended) A system of for providing a plurality of 
services over a network, said system comprising: 

a service center; and 

a user terminal for transmitting a request to the service center to provide an 
item from one of a plurality of service providers, f o r printing ah image s t o r ed n n fee 
network to said sei vice ce n ter; 

wherein said service center stores items and their prices in a first table; 

wherein said service center stores at least one g ro up, each a group having a 
plurality of service providers associated with at least one common item of the first tabli» in 
a second table; 
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therein said service center updates the prices of the items in the first table; 
wherein said service center refers to the second table to determine service 

providers in a group associated with the requested item- 
wherein said service center refers to the first table on the basis of a result of 

referring to the second table: 

wherein said service cento calculates a charge is calculated related to the 

request on the basis of a result of referring to the updated first table and the sec o nd table ; 

wherein said service center sends a notification of the calculated charge to 

the user terminal; 

wherein said service center forwards the request to one of said plurality of 
service providers within th e at least o ne gi unp via the network automatically upon receipt 
by said sen/ice center of an a confirmation instruction from said user terminal of whether to 
provide the item pr int, th e inst r ucti o n being ta npemMv* fn fa * pottfieatkm se n t t r r the us e r 
te r m i nal o f t he charg e; and 

wherein the one of said plurality of service provider[[s]] performs printing 
of the image produces the iterq according to the forwarded request r eceived fr o m said 
s er vice cent e r . 

69. (Cancelled) 

70. (Currently Amended) A service center apparatus for managing a . 
plurality of services provided over a network, said apparatus comprising: 
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reception means for receiving a request for printing an i t nagc s t ored o n t he 
network, from a user terminal via the network, for one of a pluralit y of service providers to 
provide an item : 

first storage means for storing items and their prices in a first table : 
second storage means for storing o ne or m o re gr o ups, e ach a group having a 

plurality of service providers associated with at least one common item of the first storage 

means in a second table : 

updating means for updating the prices of the items in the first sto r age 

means table : 

first referring means for referring to the second table to determine service 
providers in a croup associated with the requested item: 

second referring means for referring to the first table on the basis of a result 
of referring to the second table: 

calculation means for calculating a charge related to the request on the basis 
of a result of referring to the updated first table storage means and th e second stor age 
m e ans ; 

notification means for sending a notification of the calculated charge to the 
user terminal; and 

transmission means for transmitting the request to one of the plurality of 
service providers within the at least one group via the network automatically upon r eceipt 
of an a confirmation instruction from the user terminal of whether to provide the item print; 
t he instruction being responsive t o the notification s e nt t o the user te r mi n al o f the charge . 
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7Lto75. (Cancelled) 

76. (New) A method according to Claim 66, wherein the item requested by 
the user terminal is obtained, by the service provider, by printing an image stored in the 
service center on a storage medium. 
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